























What the Bible says…


How to Use the Pamphlets


[Rough Draft]


The series of pamphlets on “What the Bible Says” has two primary purposes.  First, it can be used for evangelization, particularly to people who place a lot of confidence in the literal teachings of the Bible.  Some Christians believe that everything in the Bible is literally true.  They may be suspicious of the New Church approach to the Bible which involves looking for hidden, spiritual meanings. In this series of pamphlets, I have explained many key New Church doctrines using the literal meaning of the Bible as my only authority.  My hope is that Christians who have placed their trust in the plain teachings of God’s revelation will be able to see the truth there while retaining their trust in God’s Word.  


Not Identifying Swedenborg


I know that some Christians are very wary of any books other than the Bible that might be considered divine revelation, such as the Book of Mormon. Such Christians would not be willing to look at any literature that used the authority of the revelation given through Emanuel Swedenborg.  Consequently, in these pamphlets I have avoided any reference to Swedenborg’s works.  For the same reason I have not included any names such as “Swedenborg Center” or “The New Church.”  This is not because of any embarrassment about Swedenborg or the name of our church, but simply to allow people who are predjudiced to freely consider the truth that is contained in God’s Word.  


Most of the time, people to whom you give these pamphlets will already know of your connection with Swedenborg or the New Church.  In other cases, there may not be such predjudice.  In these cases, you may include the introductory pamphlet which explains something about Swedenborg and the New Church.


The Use of the Literal Meaning


Before Jesus began His ministry on earth, John the Baptist was sent to prepare the way for the Lord.  In the New Church we know that John the Baptist represents the literal meaning of the Word.  It is my hope that these pamphlets, drawing the doctrine of genuine truth from the literal meaning of the Word will help prepare the way for the Second Coming of the Lord in the minds of Christians who have a trust in the Bible.


Another purpose for these pamphlets is to help New Church people in their understanding of the Bible.  The Writings teach us that the literal meaning of the Word is the basis, container and support for the inner meaning.  In the literal meaning the Word is in its fulness and holiness and power.  It is there and nowhere else that the Lord speaks to us.  Furthermore, we are taught that doctrine should be drawn from and supported by the literal meaning of the Word, and that the doctrine of genuine truth can be drawn in its fulness from the letter of the Word. These pamphlets represent an effort to show that the teachings the Lord has revealed to the New Church are in complete agreement with the former revelations, and the the Old and New Testaments are in fact a firm foundation for our faith.  My hope is that by study of genuine truth from the letter of the Word, New Church people will experience more of its “fullness, holiness and power.”  


Using the Protestant Canon


For these booklets I have used passages not only from the New Church Bible, containing the books of the Word, which have an inner meaning, but also other books of the Protestant Bible.  One reason is to answer the objection that the New Church has eliminated from the Bible books they disagree with.  In fact, we give those books a secondary place not because we disagree with their message, but because they lack an inner meaning. I do not believe that God would allow false and misleading books to be included in the canon with His Word. In fact, these additional books are good for the church and support the message in the genuinely inspired books.  By using these books, I am following the example set in the Writings, for Swedenborg often used these books to support doctrinal statements.


Furthermore, I have quoted frequently from the Epistles to show that the teachings of the New Church are in agreement with teachings of the Early Christian Church.  Our disagreement is not with early Christians, but with later generations of Christians who twisted the teachings of the Bible for political and worldly purposes. 


I have not not used passages from the Apocrypha, the additional books in the Catholic Bible.  This is because these pamphlets are more aimed at Protestants, who are most likely to be concerned about a literal approach to the Bible.  


Summaries and References


Each of the pamphlets in the series addresses at least one key New Church doctrine that is in conflict with the “orthodox” Christian view.  For the most part these orthodox views are held by fundamentalist and evangelical Christians.  Don’t assume that all Christians hold these beliefs. The chart below shows the main point of each pamphlet and orthodox doctrine it exposes. In addition, I have included some introductory references for those who want to read what the Writings say on a subject.


 





Summaries and References


Pamphlet


�
Orthodox Idea


�
New Church Idea


�
References


�
�



Forgiveness


�
If you just believe, God will forgive you. God punishes unbelievers


�
Forgiveness involves repentance and a changed life. God is willing to forgive all.


�
TCR 611-614; AC 8393, 9443-9454


�
�
Who is Jesus?


�
God is Three Persons. Jesus is not God, but the Son of God.


�
God is One Person: Jesus Christ.  The Trinity is in Him.


�
Doct. of the Lord, TCR 81-133


�
�
Temptation


�
We are saved instantly just by believing


�
We must actively resist evil, while acknowledging that the effort is God’s.


�
Life 92-107, TCR 596-600


�
�
When You Are Born Again


�
We are saved instantly as soon as we believe in Jesus, without effort or good works.


�
Regeneration is a gradual process taking many years, involving effort, love, good works.


�
TCR 601-614, AC 4063


�
�
Marriage and Spirituality


�
Celibacy is better than marriage


�
Marriage love is heavenly, spiritual, holy, pure and clean


�
CL154-156


�
�
Marriage in heaven


�
There is no marriage after death


�
Genuine marriage is spiritual and lasts forever.


�
CL 27-54, HH 366-386


�
�
Sexual Equality


�
The husband is the head of the wife.


�
Husband and wife are equals before God.


�
Conjugial Love 125-127


�
�
What Angels Do


�
Heaven is a place of praise and relaxation.


�
Heaven is a place of usefulness.


�
CL 207, 1-26


�
�
The Inner Meaning of the Bible


�
The Bible should always be taken literally.


�
The Bible has an inner meaning.


�
SS 5-26; TCR 214-276


�
�
Sacrifice


�
Jesus saved us by receiving the punishment that was meant for us.


�
Jesus saved us by overcoming evil and glorifying His Human form.


�
Doctrine of the Lord; TCR


�
�
Why Bad Things Happen


�
God punishes people, bad things are a result of His will.


�
The Lord wills only good, but permits bad things for the sake of our freedom.


�
DP 275-285


�
�
Who Needs Works?


�
We are saved by faith alone apart from the works of the law.


�
We are saved by the Lord through love, faith and good works.


�
TCR Faith, life


�
�
Who Is Saved?


�
Only Christians are saved.


�
Good people from all religions are saved


�
HH 318-328; DP 326


�
�
Where Angels Come From





�
Angels are a superior race, created before humans


�
Angels are people who have died and gone to heaven.


�
HH 311-317


�
�
Love


�
We are saved by faith alone.  Faith produces love.


�
Love is more important than faith to our salvation, and love is the source of faith.


�



�
�
God’s Anger


�
God the Father is angry with sinners and condemns them to hell.


�
God is always loving and merciful, and the anger is just an appearance.


�
AC 588, 1093, 2447, BE 60-63


�
�
The Second Coming





�
Jesus will come in a personal way at the time of Armageddon 


�
Jesus comes as the spirit of truth, bring about spiritual change


�
TCR 753-791


�
�
The Devil


�
Satan was created an angel, then rebelled.


�
Satan is all of the people in hell working as a unit.


�
HH  311-317


�
�



