Answering Questions with the Bible

In an earlier issue of this Digest we described several ways to answer questions about the church.  One very powerful way of giving answers is to use the literal meaning of the Word.  This is useful not only because many in our culture place great authority in the Bible, but even more importantly because there’s power from the Lord in the literal sense of the Word.  The Writings tell us that doctrine must be drawn from the sense of the letter of the Word “because in that sense and nowhere else the Lord is present with us enlightening us and teaching the truths of the church.” (Doctrine of the Sacred Scripture 53)

The strength of the literal sense is compared to the strength of Samson. (Apocalypse Revealed 47.2)  “A person who is in genuine truths from a sense of the letter of the Word can disperse and scatter the whole diabolical crew and their devices in which they place their power, which are innumerable, and this in a moment, merely by a look and by an effort of the will.” (Apocalypse Explained 1086.6) This doesn’t mean you will win arguments and convince skeptics, but you will find that by drawing on the literal sense of the Word your own faith is strengthened.

When you’re answering questions about the church it is sometimes helpful to be able to show the answers in the Bible.  Before you do this, it is a good idea to find out a little bit of the background of the person you’re speaking to.  Some people know very little about the Bible, and some find it offensive because of what they’ve been told it means.  So if someone asks you a question such as, “What is your church say about the Trinity?”  Your first response might be, “Are you familiar with the Bible?”  If the person is affirmative it can be very powerful to show the teachings in the Bible from which our faith is drawn.

One way you can use the literal sense of the Word and to answer questions about the church is with the series of pamphlets on “What the Bible Says...” We have copies available at our church, and they are also available on the World Wide Web at http://members.aol.com/johnodhner/Introduction.html. This series of pamphlets shows how the truths of the new church are drawn from the literal sense of the Word and are in agreement with literal meaning of the Bible.

The best way is to have a clear sense in your own mind of what the Bible actually says.  This not only put you in position to be able to answer questions at any time, but also gives you a greater clarity and strength in your own faith in the Lord and his Word.  This will require little effort on your part.  Searching out the truth for yourself, finding key passages, writing them down or committing them to memory will answer some of your own questions and give you an inner strength that will grow gradually as you continue in the Lord’s Word over the course of many months and years.  

To get you started, I am offering you an outline with some key teachings and a few key passages.  For any of the main teachings of our church there are dozens or hundreds of relevant passages, but having just a few can make a big difference.  David took only 5 smooth stones when he went to fight Goliath.  Take this outline and place it on your bathroom mirror, or inside the cover of your Bible, or in your wallet.  Look over a few of the passages each day as you do devotional reading, or put bookmarks in your Bible to find them easily.  Even if you’ve never needed to answer a question about Biblical teachings in your life, the opportunity could arise tomorrow.

Some Important Passages in the Bible

There is only One God.

No God with Me (Deut. 22:39). My glory will I not give to another (Isa. 42:8, 48:11). I am Jehovah and there is none else (Isa. 45:5). 

The Father and Son Are One Person.

A Child is born… the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father (Isa. 9:6). 

He who has seen Me has seen the Father (John 14:9). 

I and My Father are One (John 10:30). 

In Christ dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily (Col. 2:9). 

All power has been given to Me in heaven and earth (Matt. 28:18).

The Holy Spirit Is the Spirit of Jesus Christ.

Jesus breathed on them and said “Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20:22).   We have a Comforter... Jesus Christ (1 John 2.1 w/John 14:26).   The Lord is the Spirit (2 Cor. 3.17).

God’s Anger is an Appearance.

With the merciful You will show Yourself merciful; … with the devious You will show Yourself shrewd (2 Sam. 22:20).

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God (Matt. 5:8).

Faith Without Love Does Not Save.

Though I have all faith,but have not love, I am nothing (1 Cor. 13:2).

Faith by itself, without works, is dead…. By works a person is justified, and not by faith alone (James 2:14-24).

Doing Good and Keeping the Commandments saves us.

He who does good is of God, but he who does evil has not seen God (3 John 11).  Every one who loves is born of God and knows God, for God is love (1 John 4: 7–11).

He shall reward every one according to his works (Matt. 16: 27).

The two great commandments (Luke 12:28-34, Matt. 22:40).

If you will enter into life, keep the commandments (Matt. 19:17).

Not the hearers of the law shall be justified, but the doers of it (Rom. 2:13).  Resist the devil and he will flee from you (James 4:7).

The unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God (1 Cor. 6:9).

Regeneration Takes Time.

In your patience you will possess your souls (Luke 21:19).

Whoever endures to the end shall be saved (Matt. 10:22 ).

Gain eternal life “by patient continuance in doing good” (Rom. 2:7).

We Rise Immediately After Death.

Lazarus went right to heaven (Luke 16

Today you will be with me in paradise (Luke 23:43

There is a natural body and a spiritual body (Cor. 15: 37, 42-44

Angels Are People.

The Bible says angels are “men” (Gen. 18:2, Josh. 5:13, Judg. 13:6, Ezek. 9:2,3, Dan. 9:21, Zech. 1:8, 11 Mark 16:5, Luke 24:4, John 20:12).  The measure of a man, that is of an angel (Rev. 21:17).

I am your fellow servant, and one of your brothers (Rev. 19:10).

The Bible Has an Inner Meaning.

He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things about Himself (Luke 24:27, 45). The letter kills, but the spirit gives life (2 Cor. 3:6).

Serve in the newness of the Spirit and not in the oldness of the letter (Rom. 7:6).   Jewish rituals were “a copy and shadow of heavenly things… symbolic for the present time” (Heb. 8:5, 9:9, Col. 2:16, 17).

The symbolism of Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar (Gal. 4:22-31).

Without a parable He did not speak to them (Matt. 13:34).

David says, “I will open my mouth in a parable,” then tells the history of Israel (Ps. 78).  I have spoken to you in figurative language (John 16:12,25).  The story of Adam and Eve is “a great mystery… about Christ and the church” (Eph. 5:32).  God created them male and female, and called their name Adam (Gen. 5:2, 1:27).
Jesus Returns as the Spirit of Truth, Not as Worldly Ruler.

The time is coming when I will not longer speak to you in figurative language, but I will tell you plainly of the Father (John 16:25).  I still have many things to say, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth has come it will guide you into all truth (Jn. 16:12-14).

The kingdom of God does not come with observation… it is within you (Luke 17:20,21).  My kingdom is not of this world (John 18:36).

We do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but … against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places (Eph. 6:12).

